AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.111 Attorney Docket No. Q59911 

LIS. APPLICATION NO. 09/605,735 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A connection management method for connecting a digital 

device, which can be connected to a plurality of digital devices through a digital interface, to 
another digital device, the connection management method comprising the steps of: 

(a) detecting a first p oint-to-point connection being established to another digital device; 

(b) checking whether or not the digital device, which establishes the first p oint-to-point 
connection in the step (a), is the-an other digital device to be connected by the first point-to-point 
connection; and 

(c) establishing anoth e r a second p oint-to-point connection to the other digital device, 
when the result of the step (b) indicates that the digital device, which establishes the first p oint- 
to-point connection, is not the other digital device to be connected by the first p oint-to-point 
connection. 

2. (currently amended): The connection management method of claim 1, wherein in the 
step (c), the ethef -second p oint-to-point connection is overlaid with respect to the first p oint-to- 
point connection originally established, and managed by the digital device which is connected to 
the other digital device. 
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3. (currently amended): The connection management method of claim 2, wherein the 
ethef -second point-to-point connection, which is established in the step (c), is overlaid with 
respect to the original first p oint-to-point connection by both of, or any one of the twe-other 
digital device and the another digital devices, which are connected by the originally e stablished 
first point-to-point connection. 

4. (currently amended): The connection management method of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

(d) establishing, via the other digital device, vet another a third p oint-to-point connection 
between the digital devices originally being connected, when the result of the step (b) indicates 
that the device, which establishes the first p oint-to-point connection in step (a), is not the other 
digital device to be connected by the first point-to-point connection. 

5. (previously presented): A connection management method for connecting a first 
digital device, which can be connected to a plurality of digital devices through a digital interface, 
to a second digital device, the connection management method comprising: 

(a) detecting, by the first digital device, a first point-to-point connection being 
established with the first digital device, wherein the first point-to-point connection is established 
via a connection-establishing digital device, 

(b) checking whether the connection-establishing digital device is the second digital 
device to be connected to the first digital device by the first point-to-point connection; and 
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(c) establishing, via the first digital device, a second point-to-point connection to the 
second digital device, when the result of the step (b) indicates that the connection-establishing 
digital device is not the second digital device to be connected to the first digital device by the 
first point-to-point connection. 

6. (previously presented): The connection management method of claim 5, wherein the 
step (c), the second point-to-point connection is overlaid with respect to the first point-to-point 
connection and managed by the first digital device. 

7. (currently amended): The connection management method of claim 5, further 
comprising: 

(d) checking, by the second digital device, whether the connection-establishing digital 
device is the digital device to be connected to the second digital device by the first point-to-point 
connection; and 

(e) establishing, via the second digital device, a third point-to-point connection to the 
first digital device, when the result of the step (d) indicates that the connection-establishing 
digital device is not the digital device to be connected to the second digital device by the first 
point-to-point connection. 

8. (previously presented); A connection management system for connecting digital 
devices to each other, comprising: 

a digital interface bus; 



4 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § Llll Attorney Docket No. Q59911 

U.S. APPLICATION NO. 09/605,735 

a first digital device; 

a second digital device; and 

a third digital device; 

wherein the first digital device is operable to establish and manage a first point-to-point 
connection, via the digital interface bus, between other digital devices; and 

wherein the second digital device is operable to detect whether the first point-to-point 
connection is being established with the second digital device by the first digital device, and 
further operable to check whether the first digital device is to be connected to the second digital 
device by the first point-to-point connection, and further operable to establish a second point-to- 
point connection between the second digital device and the third digital device, when the first 
point-to-point connection is being established between the second digital device and the third 
digital device and the second digital device determines that the first digital device is not to be 
connected to the second digital device by the first point-to-point connection. 

9. (previously presented): The connection management system of claim 8, wherein the 
second digital device is further operable to overlay the second point-to-point connection, with 
respect to the first point-to-point connection. 

10. (previously presented): The connection management system of claim 8, wherein the 
third digital device is operable to check whether the first digital device is to be connected to the 
third digital device by the first point-to-point connection, and further operable to establish a third 
point-to-point connection between the third digital device and the second digital device, when 
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the first point-to-point connection is being established between the second digital device and the 
third digital device and the third digital device determines that the first digital device is not to be 
connected to the third digital device by the first point-to-point connection. 

11. (previously presented): The connection management system of claim 8, wherein the 
digital interface bus is an IEEE 1394 standard serial bus. 

12. (currently amended): The connection management method of claim 2, wherein the 
ethef -second point-to-point connection uses at least one of channels or bandwidth existing prior 
to the establishing of the ethe ^second p oint-to-point connection. 

13. (currently amended): A connection management method for connecting a first 
digital device to a second digital device, the connection management method comprising: 

(a) establishing a first point-to-point connection by a connection-establishing device, 
between the first digital device and the second digital device; and 

(b) establishing a second point-to-point connection by one of the first digital device and 
the second digital device to another of the first digital device and the second digital device when 
the connection-establishing device is not determined as being the first digital device or the 
second digital device . 



6 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 Attorney Docket No. Q59911 

U.S. APPLICATION NO. 09/605,735 

14. (previously presented): The connection management method of claim 13, wherein 
the establishing the first point-to-point connection comprises the connection-establishing device 
writing values to a register of the first digital device and to a register of the second digital device. 

15. (previously presented): The connection management method of claim 14, wherein 
the establishing the second point-to-point connection comprises overlaying on the first point-to- 
point connection the second point-to-point connection, wherein at least one of the first digital 
device and the second digital device manages the second point-to-point connection. 

16. (previously presented): The connection management method of claim 15, wherein 
the second point-to-point connection uses at least one of channels or bandwidth existing prior to 
the establishing of the second point-to-point connection. 
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